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Library Hours
M, W, Th, F
9 AM–5 PM
Saturday 9 AM–1 PM
The Library is
currently in Phase 4 of
our re-opening plan:
Open for :
Online ordering
Curbside pickup
Browsing
Computer use
Fax, scan, copy, &
printing
All patrons including
children are required
to wear a mask.
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Friends Update
The Friends of the Library Board and their
Wine Tasting Committee held another
successful basket raffle throughout the
Summer and a wonderfully attended
Wine Tasting/Silent Auction on Sunday
September 12. It was a great day and all
who attended enjoyed tasting some
excellent wines, enjoying tasty bites and
meeting friends, old and new. The
Friends would like to extend a sincere
thank you to The Friends Lake Inn, and
Empire Merchants North (who donated
the wine).

Fall 2021

Raffle baskets and a beautiful array of
silent auction items were donated by
community members. Each and every
contribution and raffle ticket purchase,
large and small, helped make this event
a huge success by raising over $6,000.00
for our Library! Throughout the COVID
pandemic the Friends have continued to
meet and work to support the Library.
Unfortunately we have been limited in
offering new programs or starting our
lecture series due to the pandemic. Until
things return to normal please check our
website and the Library Facebook page
for updates.

Charlotte J. Weeks, ”Young Girl Reading”
about 1890

Reading online? Click the purple links throughout the newsletter to learn more!

Book Sale and Donations
We were very lucky, thanks to our great volunteers, to be
able to sell books at the Chestertown Farmers Market over
the summer, which helped offset the loss of income from our
main sales. At this time, we are not able to schedule an
indoor sale due to continued issues from the pandemic.
Our book room volunteers have been working to cull
and organize the book room and we are now accepting
donations. Please bring donations of fairly new, clean
books in good condition to the book room on the 2nd floor
of the Municipal Center, Fridays from 9 to 11 am only.
PLEASE do not bring or leave books at the Library or book
room at other times.

What’s All the

?

The Friends recently agreed to support Hoopla, a new
library service which will provide patrons with access to
an expanded menu of digital materials, including ebooks, audio books, movies, and music. It will operate in
a similar way to Overdrive, where users currently access
digital books through SALS, but with a much greater
selection.
Watch for an announcement on our website when
Hoopla is up and running!

Visit the Library Facebook page

Fall 2021

Dolly Parton Imagination Library
Eight months after the Friends initiated a
new chapter of Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library for area preschool children, over 40
families have registered to receive the free
monthly picture books this program provides. Thanks to seed money from a grant
awarded by the Glen & Carol Pearsall
Adirondack Foundation, not only has there
been a successful start to the program but
enthusiasm for a preschool literacy project like this has inspired
donations from Friends and community members to sustain
and extend the program. For more information about registering a local preschooler, please see the Library website.
While you’re there, be sure to view some of the drawing and
writing area preschool children have shared in response to
Dolly’s favorite picture book, The Little Engine that Could.

Congratulations to Our Basket
Raffle Winners
Money Tree - The Tillotson Family–They
donated back the $100 cash!
Ice Cream Sundae/Milkshake Basket–
Mary Hoffmann
Johnnie Walker Basket–Marilyn Eiland
Winter Adventure Basket–Kasey Bolles
Honey BEE Basket–Doris Wildermuth
ADK Booze Basket–Doris Wildermuth
Afternoon on the Dock–Ronnie Appelle
Joseph Carr Wine Basket–Carol Halliday

www.chesterlibrary.org
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Friends Board of
Directors

Grants
This year the Library Trustees
received grants for laptop computers, new furniture for the
children’s section, and other
equipment totaling more than
$8,500.00.
The laptops, purchased by a
Generous Acts grant from the
ADK Foundation, will be available
for staff and patrons to use in the
Library. The Hudson Headwaters
Health Network sponsored the
application.
Furniture for the children’s
section will be purchased with
funding from the Glenn & Carol
Pearsall Adirondack Foundation.

Linda Taverni – Chair
Bob Walp – Vice Chair
Lynne Hagmann –
Corresponding Secretary
Linda Thorsen –
Recording Secretary
Rich McCrum – Treasurer
Directors:
Kathleen Rivers
Liz McNamara
Meetings are held the 2nd
Friday of each month from
September to June, at 10am in
the Library. Everyone is
welcome.

Support the Friends of the Library.
When you shop at
smile.amazon.com,Amazon
donates!

The
Printed
Word: Growing Pains

The art of printing from reusable type was discovered first in China around the 1st Century A.D.
Because of the size of the Chinese alphabet its
impact wasn’t as great as Gutenberg’s invention in
Europe in the 15th century.
Printed books caused problems for readers
similar to those experienced by computer users of today. This fascinating
short video delves into some of the
frustrations printed books created for
the newly initiated.
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Which Adirondacks is YOUR Adirondacks
by Greg Gross, Library Trustee & Professor of Social Work
at The College of St. Rose, Albany

Part I:
Sometimes we watch the display; Sometimes the display watches us.
I caught it right red handed. Sitting there in a meeting in the area just
outside the library’s computer room, I felt its icy gaze on the left side of my
neck, the side six feet away from the locked glass case within which it sat,
silent and smirking. The large skinny book, blank white as Moby’s wet
underbelly, flashed but two words—Walt Whitman— its title, its subject, its
author.
Whitman sat among cousins in its locked perch. These books, too
precious to be loaned out, represent but a fraction of the over 70 books in
the Book Arts Collection. Titles include The Essence of BEEing, On
Sundays I Sleep In ( a carved up three dimensional book whose five folds
read “I am sailor/ adrift/ and laughing.”). All these fascinate me, but that
day only Whitman grabbed me.
You see, Walt Whitman is one half— that is, the second half— of “which
Adirondacks is MY Adirondacks,” the central concern of this two part
question to you, Dear Reader and YOUR Adirondacks. The white book
contains little poetry because he wrote it as
a diary while he toured the Jersey Shore to
catalogue ideas and phrases for future
poems. (For example: Under “adverbs,

adjectives… suggested by sea surf”, Whitman wrote “menacing/
harassed and desperate/ irrepressibly determined and urgent”). This is
the language of Whitman that had grabbed me in the 1980’s when I saw
his poetry as so mid-century modern that I had forgotten that he had
written a century earlier.
His “Song of Myself”, 63 pages within LEAVES OF GRASS (1855),
remains my favorite American poem. I emphasize “American” because
Whitman had captured the true meaning of an often misunderstood
phrase, The Rugged Individual. Our 1960’s looked at this phrase as an
expression of selfishness, an “I got mine. Now you get yours!” putdown
of the less fortunate. But Song will have none of that. Its title does not lay
claim to narcissism. No! This poem chronicles equality among all peoples
and what’s more declares every person’s interconnection with each other
and with nature and the gods. Whitman announces this sentiment on the
very first page: “For every atom belonging to me at once belongs to
you.” ‘Nough said!
AFTERWORD: So what’s this got to do with “MY Adirondacks”? Whitman
completes Cooper’s Last of the Mohicans, the true Adirondacker (please
see Part II in the next issue).
P. S.: Oops! Turns out Walt Whitman was NOT staring at me after all.
Nope, it was staring at the shelves just past me on my right, at the library’s
Adirondack Collection. More on that later.

Photos from the Town of Chester Public Library Book Arts Collection

Join the Friends of the Library
Annual Membership–July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022
We are grateful to all of our friends who have supported the Friends and the Town of Chester Library over the years and
made it the special place it has become. If you have not done so already, please be sure to renew your membership. If you
are interested in becoming more active, such as working in the book room or on sales, please indicate that on the form. You
can mail in the attached slip with your check or renew on line using Paypal. Remember, the Friends of the Library is a 503(c)
3 organization so all donations are considered tax deductible to the full extent of the law.
We are very grateful for the overwhelming community support for the Friends and the Library during these difficult times.
Submit your membership online at http://www.chesterlibrary.org

Or print the membership form and mail it with your check payable to:
Friends of the TOC Library, PO Box 451, Chestertown, NY 12817

Thank You!

Annual Membership Form –July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________ Phone __________________________
Local Address _________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________________________
Individual $10 _______

Household $15 _______

Special Friend $25 ________

Other Donation $ ________

Your privacy is important to us. We will never share your information with any other organization.
Members are automatically added to the Friends of the Library mailing list.
Interested in volunteering? Please indicate how you might be willing to help:

Book Sales ______ Farmers Market ______ Programs ______ Fund Raising ______

