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The Newsletter of the Friends of the Town of Chester Public Library
518-494-5384
www.chesterlibrary.org

Fall 2022

Library Hours
M, W, Th, F
9 AM–5 PM

Saturday 9 AM–1 PM

Closed:
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving
Christmas
Labor Day
July 4th

Vaino Hamalainen (Finland), ”A Man Reading”
circa 1897

Reading online? Click the purple links throughout the newsletter to learn more!

New at

Friends Update

Visit the Library Facebook page

Library patrons can now access select classes from hoopla and
MasterClass, the streaming platform where anyone can learn
from the world's best across a wide range of subjects. Courses
like Black History, Black Freedom, and Black Love; Neil Gaiman
Teaches the Art of Storytelling; and Gabriela Camara Teaches
Mexican Cooking are available now, with more coming over the
next few months.

Hoopla is a digital media service offering books, movies and
other media. Made free for patrons by funding from the Friends
of the Library .

The Friends of the Library Board and their Wine Tasting Committee held another success-
ful basket raffle throughout the Summer, and a Wine Tasting/Silent Auction on Sunday Septem-
ber 18 attended by over 100 members of our community. It was a great day and all who attended
enjoyed tasting some excellent wines, delicious appetizers, and meeting friends, old and new.
The Friends would like to extend a sincere thank you to the wonderful staff of The Friends Lake
Inn, and to Empire Merchants North, who donated the wine. Raffle baskets, gift certificates,
beautiful works of art created by our local and very talented artists, and an eclectic array of silent
auction items, were donated by very generous members of our community. Each and every con-
tribution and raffle ticket purchase, large and small, helped make this event a huge success by
raising over $6,000.00 again this year for our Library! The money raised goes directly to fund chil-
dren's reading programs, library books, computer equipment, and programs throughout the
year. We couldn't do it without our volunteers and community of friends. Thank you!

Rotary Christmas
This year the Chestertown Rotary Club annual
Christmas party will be held on Saturday December

10 in the Town of Chester Municipal
Center. The Christmas Maze will be
back bigger and better than ever! All
children are welcome to talk to Santa
and his elves. Every child will receive
a gift from the Rotary Club and a
complementary book thanks to fund-
ing by a $1,200 donation from the
Friends of the Library.
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https://www.facebook.com/adkchesterlibary/
https://www.chesterlibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/adkchesterlibary/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/publisher/13617899896
https://friendslake.com
https://friendslake.com
https://www.facebook.com/chestertownrotary12817/
https://www.facebook.com/chestertownrotary12817/videos/728480164796885/
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Dolly Parton Imagination Library

Summer Reading Program

This new project being planned by the Friends will
combine the joys of reading and the outdoors. A
storybook trail is made up of a series of child-
height, weatherproof kiosks displaying an entire
children’s book page by page.

Our Storybook Trail will be on a short nature
trail near the Visitors Center at Dynamite Hill
Recreation area. Still in the planningg stages, we
are hoping to open the trail this coming summer.

Storybook Trail

IRA Qualified
Charitable
Distributions
As a reminder as we approach the
year's end, we wanted to be sure you
are aware of IRA Qualified Charitable
Distributions, which allow withdrawals
from IRAs to make a direct donation
to a qualified non-profit such as the
Friends. (Note: the funds must be sent
directly by your IRA administrator).
This is an excellent way to take your
required minimum distribution, re-
ceive a tax deduction up to 60% of

your adjusted gross
income, and con-
tribute to the ongo-
ing work of the
Friends. Contact
your tax or financial
advisor for more in-
formation.

The Dolly Parton Imagination Library pro-
vides free books to area preschool chil-
dren. For the 2nd year the program is fully
funded by the Friends of the Library and
by grants from the Glenn & Carol Pearsall
Adirondack Foundation and an anony-
mous donor. To date 51 area preschool
children have participated.

For more information about regis-
tering a local preschooler, please see the
Library website.

This year’s Summer Reading Program theme
was Oceans of Possibilities. It was again of-
fered entirely online in collaboration with the
Horicon Free Library. Twenty children partici-
pated reading over 200 books.

In the Teen division, first place was taken by
Gabe Heilman reading 37 books with over 11,000 pages.

In the Children’s division, first place was taken by Annaleigh Heil-
man who read 65 books with over 10,000 pages, and in second place
was Caroline Todriff, reading 27 books.

Congratulations to all our winners and to everyone who participated
in our Town of Chester and Horicon Library’s Summer Reading Chal-
lenge. See you all next Summer!

Friends Board of
Directors

Linda Taverni – Chair
Bob Walp – Vice Chair

Lynne Hagmann – Corresponding
Secretary

Linda Thorsen –
Recording Secretary

Rich McCrum – Treasurer

Directors:
Kathleen Rivers
Liz McNamara

Meetings are held the 2nd Friday of
each month from September to
June, at 10 a.m. in the Library.

Everyone is welcome.

Support the Friends of the Library. When
you shop at

smile.amazon.com,
Amazon donates!

Money Tree–Lori McConnell
Ice Cream Sundae/Milkshake Basket–Casiano Family
Winter Adventure Basket–Bob & Kathy Perry
Carved Wooden Bear–John Nick
Joseph Carr Wine Basket–Allen Husted
Margarita Fiesta Basket–Sue Sliva

Congratulations to Our
Basket Raffle Winners
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http://www.chesterlibrary.org
https://imaginationlibrary.com
https://pearsallfoundation.org/about/
https://pearsallfoundation.org/about/
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/ILib/ilibregistration.html
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/ILib/ilibregistration.html
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/ILib/ilibregistration.html
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=pe_830720_137586720_smi_em_ccc_l1_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=pe_830720_137586720_smi_em_ccc_l1_smi


Books have been around nearly as long as written language, but what
is a book? Although definitions vary, a very broad one, that just hap-
pens to suit the purposes of this article, might be: an organized collec-
tion of surfaces inscribed with pictures, text or other visual media
intended to communicate information. A variety of materials such as
stone, palm leaves, animal hides and paper have been used through-
out history. Following is a short visual history of the book.

A Very Short History of the Book

Sumerian Clay Tablet
About 3100 BCE

Tablets such as these, while
not physically bound together,
were stored in related groups.

Scroll
Egypt, about 400 BCE

Examples from Egypt were made
with papyrus, and later, during
Roman times, on parchment or
vellum.

This example, The Sutra of
the Great Virtue of Wisdom, was
written on silk in China about 500
CE.

Palm Leaf Book
Southeast Asia,
about 500 CE

Palm leaf books were writ-
ten on dried leaves and
bound with twine through
holes, sometimes with elab-
orate wooden covers. They
were common until the 19th

century.

Codex
The precursor of the modern book binding. Roughly
speaking a codex is a book bound along one side.
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Coptic Binding
From about the 2nd century CE

The first codices, called coptic bind-
ings, were developed by the Chris-
tian Copts in Egypt. The exposed
sewing on the spine is the most dis-
tinguishing feature of this binding.

Stab Binding
Japan and China, around the 9th cen-
tury CE

During the 9th century Japanese book-
binders began a transition from the
scroll to a form of the codex. The
name comes from the method of
“stabbing” holes for sewing in the
stacked pages and covers of the book.

Ethiopian Binding
About the 16th century CE

Similar to the coptic style binding
these bindings were developed in
Northern Africa. A subtle difference
in sewing technique and the way the
covers are attached distinguishes
them from the coptic style.

Case Binding
19th century

The binding most recognizable
by contemporary readers. Unlike
previous bindings, the case bind-
ing’s spine and covers are made
in one unit and attached to the
book by adhesive.

Want more? Follow these links.
Books at your Library:
Japanese Bookbinding : instructions from a master craftsman
Cover to Cover : creative techniques for making beautiful books, journals & albums
Library Book Arts Collection

Websites:
Wikipedia – Bookbinding
Wikipedia – History of Books
Library Book Arts Collection

Find examples of many of these bindings at the Library Book Arts Collection
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Longstitch Binding
About the 14th century CE

The modern replica pictured here
is of a binding developed in Ger-
many. It shows a combination of
the longstitch and chainstitch, a
common binding method at the
time.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papyrus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parchment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parchment
http://www.chesterlibrary.org
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coptic_binding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coptic_binding
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https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bookbinding#Historical_forms_of_binding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bookbinding#Historical_forms_of_binding
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bookbinding
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bookbinding#Historical_forms_of_binding
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bookbinding#Historical_forms_of_binding
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bookbinding#Historical_forms_of_binding
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://www.chesterlibrary.org/friends/book-arts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long-stitch_bookbinding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long-stitch_bookbinding


Join the Friends of the Library
Annual Membership–July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023

We are grateful to all of our friends who have supported the Friends and the Town of Chester Library over the years and
made it the special place it has become. If you have not done so already, please be sure to renew your membership. If you
are interested in becoming more active, such as working in the book room or on sales, please indicate that on the form. You
can mail in the attached slip with your check or renew on line using Paypal. Remember, the Friends of the Library is a 503(c)
3 organization so all donations are considered tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

We are very grateful for the overwhelming community support for the Friends and the Library!

Submit your membership online at http://www.chesterlibrary.org
Or print the membership form and mail it with your check payable to:

Friends of the TOC Library, PO Box 451, Chestertown, NY 12817

Thank You!

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Email _____________________________________________________________ Phone __________________________

Local Address _________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

Individual $10 _______ Household $15 _______ Special Friend $25 ________ Other Donation $ ________

Your privacy is important to us. We will never share your information with any other organization.
Members are automatically added to the Friends of the Library mailing list.

Interested in volunteering? Please indicate how you might be willing to help:

Book Sales ______ Farmers Market ______ Programs ______ Fund Raising ______ 4

https://www.chesterlibrary.org/townofchesterli1.html

